NEW INSIGHTS
Joseph Rowntree Foundation is interested in funding projects that address the economic, social and environmental challenges we face in a context of constrained public spending.
JRF has a longstanding commitment to working towards better outcomes for people and places that experience poverty and social disadvantage.  We, like many others, are concerned that the current economic, social and environmental context, coupled with a long term reduction in public spending presents a real threat to these communities.  Consequently, we are seeking proposals for projects that help us understand the future we are facing, and make concrete suggestions for ways in which disadvantaged communities can be protected, or even supported to thrive. 
Proposals under this call must have relevance to our mission to search out underlying causes, demonstrate solutions and influence lasting change in one or more of our overarching themes:

Poverty:  to examine the root causes of poverty, inequality and disadvantage, and identify solutions.

Empowerment: to identify ways of enabling people and communities to have control of their own lives.
Place:  to contribute to the creation and development of strong, sustainable and inclusive communities.

We define these themes broadly, and encourage potential applicants to look at the range of our work at www.jrf.org.uk.  We are a UK organisation, and are interested in work that addresses issues in all parts of the UK.  We do not fund exclusively international work but will consider applications that draw on international learning and apply it to the UK context.
New Insights
The purpose of this call is to encourage original responses to the economic, social and environmental challenges we are facing.   

We are interested in funding a range of projects, including theoretical work or deliberative processes as well as research projects.  We will not fund ongoing service delivery, but will consider funding projects that draw on practice to demonstrate solutions to the challenges we face.
All of the projects should have the clear potential to influence policy and/or practice, and be grounded in the harsh reality of the current economic climate and public sector funding constraints and the pressures posed by the challenges of climate change.  In short, we are looking for inspired proposals.
Examples of the kinds of question we are interested in include:

· How could we achieve public sector savings without increasing poverty and social exclusion?

· Is it possible to do more for less?  What is the potential for transformative approaches to delivering services at a local level?

· What can be done to address the challenges faced by places experiencing long term economic decline or significant future threats from climate change?

· What are the implications of a shifting relationship between the individual, the community and the state for people and places in poverty?

· What are the implications of devolving decision making about services to a local level?
· How can we draw on the expertise held in grass roots community and user led organisations to support their sector to survive?
· How might public spending constraints present an opportunity to address inequality or build civic engagement? 
· How might the current recessionary context inspire new ways of living more sustainably?

Budget
We are very unlikely to fund any project with a budget of more than £100,000.   We expect to fund a complementary mix of larger and smaller projects and our focus is on value for money rather than cost.  We therefore welcome both larger and smaller proposals. 
We do not have any preconceptions about the design and shape of proposals.  However, the suggested design must be appropriate to meet the aims of the proposed project.  For research proposals, we expect a high standard of methodological rigour.

How to apply
There is a two stage process with the first stage being a short written outline proposal. The purpose is to save the time of both applicant and Joseph Rowntree Foundation, by ensuring that only applications that have a reasonable chance of success reach the full application stage.

More than one application per organisation or individual is permissible but each idea needs to be on a separate form.

Outlines – of no more than 1,500 words - must be submitted on the accompanying template (with the format unchanged). All relevant information must be contained within the template. Any information outside of the template will not be considered nor will any information that exceeds the word length.  

Due to the anticipated volume of outline proposals expected, we are unable to answer any email or telephone queries about this funding stream from potential applicants.

At this stage we are primarily interested in ensuring that:
· the idea is fresh and contributes to the aims outlined in this paper
· the issue or question you wish to address is clear
· the design and methods indicated are appropriate to the issue or question you are seeking to address 
· indicative costs are reasonable (we are not expecting detailed costings at this stage, just a ball park figure)

· the project has capacity for positive influence on policy and practice
The outline will initially be considered by a Co-Director of Policy and Research and two other members of JRF staff with relevant knowledge and expertise.  On occasion external advice may be sought if required at this stage. 
Having considered your outline, we will advise you whether JRF wishes to progress to considering a full proposal.  Unfortunately it will not be possible to give feedback on unsuccessful outlines for this call, as a consequence of the high volume of applications we receive.
Full proposals, should you be invited to submit one, will be assessed against JRF’s usual criteria for assessing proposals (see application guidelines).  Full proposals will be subject to both internal and external assessment, and recommendations for funding will go forward to the December meeting of JRF Trustees. 

Who can apply
The JRF accepts proposals from any organisation or individual and does not restrict its funding to any particular sector. We are interested in the idea, an appropriate and robust design and the ability to deliver at an appropriate cost.
The timetable for proposals is as follows:

Deadline for receipt of outline proposals:  12 noon on Monday, 2 August 2010
Notification of shortlisted proposals:  Friday, 20 August 2010
Deadline for receipt of final proposals:   2 pm on Friday, 1 October 2010
JRF Trustees’ Meeting:   Tuesday, 7 December 2010
Notification of outcome:  Tuesday, 14 December 2010
Requests for an extension to the deadlines cannot be considered.

Please email the following to:    new.insights@jrf.org.uk 

1. Outline proposal  (Word document)
2. New Insights registration (Excel document)
You will receive an automated response acknowledging your email.
