
£193bn
Social security benefits 
and tax credits

£26.8bn
Adult 
income-replacement 
benefits

Public spending on social security 
benefits and tax credits

The challenges 
facing Britain’s 
jobless

£697bn
Total public expenditure

£4.6bn
Actively seeking a 
job

£12.9bn
Unable to work because of 
ill-health or disability

£2.7bn
Parents with 
young children; 
carers
(under 60)

£6.6bn
Those who need care 
and/or with mobility 
difficulties

Cost of adult income-replacement benefits 
Total: £26.8bn

Number of claimants 
by benefit type

1.5m
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA)

1.1m
Incapacity Benefit (IB)

1.9m
Income Support (IS)

0.5m
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)

£91.40£96.85
JSA
Job Seekers 
Allowance
(25 and over)

JSA
Job Seekers 
Allowance 
(Under 25)

ESA
Employment and Support 
Allowance 
(work-related activity group)

ESA
Employment and Support 
Allowance 
(support group)

£51.85£65.45

Weekly benefits received 
by workless adults

£161.41
Minimum Income Standard
Single person excluding rent and council tax

£65.45
IS
Income support
for lone parents 18+ 
with young children; 
and  carers 

www.jrf.org.uk

Source: http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/working-age-welfare 

More information:
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/working-age-welfare 

Figure based on the Minimum Income 
Standard in the United Kingdom - an 
ongoing programme of research to define 
what level of income is needed to allow a 
minimum acceptable standard of living in 
the UK today.


