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The re-use of ‘brownfield’
land for housing
Vacant and derelict land can make a significant contribution to urban housing
capacity, an initial study in the Strathclyde Region indicates. However, changes
are needed to both the funding regimes and to the policies and practices of
local authorities, development and housing agencies if this potential is to be
unlocked. The study, by planning consultants Llewelyn-Davies, found that:

Between 1980 and 1994 brownfield sites accommodated more than half of
new private sector housing in the Clydebank Conurbation, but during this
time almost as much land became newly derelict as was developed.
A shortfall in the value of completed schemes over the costs of development
is the main factor constraining the re-use of brownfield sites, but
development is also influenced by uncertainty over the costs of reclaiming
the land, the quality of the surrounding environment, ownership constraints
and the lack of a track record of private sector development in an area.
Public sector funding support has been important in securing the re-use of
brownfield sites in Strathclyde. Of 66 sites reviewed, 38 had been developed
for housing between 1985 and 1995 and, of these, 22 had benefited from
public sector funding support.
Indirect support through a partnership with a housing association can be
important. This can reduce the risk for the commercial developer, improve
their cashflow and increase the attractiveness of a site for private housing.
The researchers conclude:
There is scope to sharpen the mechanisms whereby the public sector
encourages development on brownfield sites. Improvements could be made
to the co-ordination of policies and objectives between agencies and
departments, to the way the public sector disposes of land and to the site
planning and development control processes.
Although many of the factors constraining brownfield sites are well-known
to practitioners, further guidance highlighting examples of good practice in
unlocking brownfield sites is needed.
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About the study
The research was carried out during the summer and

Related Findings
The following Findings look at related issues:

autumn of 1995. Strathclyde was chosen as the study
area because the Regional and District Councils have
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considerable experience of recycling brownfield land,
and because databases of vacant and derelict land

affordable housing (Mar 94)
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and housing land supply were readily available.
There were two main strands to the methodology -
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housing production (Aug 94)

brownfield land and a detailed case study analysis of

141 Evaluating rural housing enablers (Apr 95)

three brownfield sites. The work involved both site

157 Housing demand and need in England
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1991-2011 (Oct 95)

developers and development agencies. The study
culminated with a research seminar for practitioners

The following Summaries are also relevant:

from throughout the UK to discuss the issues and to
consider the priorities for further work.

Further information
More information about the study and a full report, The
Re-use of Brownfield Land for Housing, are
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Future influences on housing (Apr 95)

For further information on these and other
Findings, contact Sally Corrie on 01904 629241.

available from Patrick Clarke or Graham Tomlinson,
Llewelyn-Davies, Brook House, Torrington Place, London
WC1E 7HN. Telephone 0171 637 0181 (Price £14).

Published by the

Joseph Rowntree Foundation
The Homestead, 40 Water End
York YO3 6LP
Tel: 01904 629241 Fax: 01904 620072
ISSN 0958-3084

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation is an independent, non-political
body which funds programmes of research and innovative
development in the fields of housing, social care and social policy.
It supports projects of potential value to policy-makers, decisiontakers and practitioners. It publishes the findings rapidly and
widely so that they can inform current debate and practice.

