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Poverty in Scotland has been increasing since 
around 2010-13 with deep poverty almost
reaching the same level it was 20 years ago
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Current distance from targets



Current distance from targets



Children in 2+ priority groups have a poverty rate 
nearly triple that of those in no priority groups

#NowIsTheTime



Meeting the targets will be a challenge

Even with £20 uplift and Scottish Child 
Payment doubled children in the priority 
groups are still at a much greater risk of 
poverty:

• Households with a baby – 27%
• Large households – 24%
• Single parent households – 33%
• Minority ethnic households – 43%
• Households with a disabled person/s – 24%

#NowIsTheTime



Drivers of poverty for the priority groups

Work

• The three priority groups we looked at all had higher rates of workless households than 
all children in poverty (34%).

• Nearly 4 in 10 children in poverty in large household
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Drivers of poverty for the priority groups

Work

• The three priority groups we looked at all had higher rates of workless households than 
all children in poverty (34%).

• Nearly 4 in 10 children in poverty in a large household

• Nearly 5 in 10 children in poverty in a household where someone/s is disabled

• More than 6 in 10 children in poverty in a single parent household



Drivers of poverty for the priority groups

Housing

• Children in single parent 
households have a higher 
proportion in AHC only 
poverty (30%)

• Over half of children in 
single parent households 
are in unaffordable 
housing (58%)



Drivers of poverty for the priority groups

Social Security

• Social security is essential for helping to lift children in Scotland out of poverty.

• Children in all three priority groups had a higher proportion living in households 
where someone received benefits, particularly children in single parent 
households (88%)



Families 
without 
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Scotland



Workless families in poverty in Scotland

Families Working age adults in inactive families



Poverty for workless families



Who is in workless families in poverty?

• We know work is a driver 
of child poverty in 
Scotland.

• Most people in a workless 
family are single, the third 
biggest group being single 
parents.
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Single with Children



Who is in workless families in poverty?

• Workless families in poverty tend to have a younger head of 
family than the working age population.

• Almost one third of unemployed workless families living 
in poverty have a head that is entitled to lower 
Universal Credit rates due to being under the age of 25. 



Who is in workless families in poverty?

• Over two thirds 
(69%) of inactive 
families in poverty 
have one or more 
people in their family 
with a disability. 



Drivers of poverty

Lower than expected proportions receiving Universal Credit or 
equivalent

• Particularly the unemployed group (64%)

Small proportions of families pushed into poverty by their housing 
costs suggesting incomes already too low

Too many families living in unaffordable housing, but this may be 
due to very low incomes



Adequacy 
of Social 
Security



Adequacy
Monthly income, after housing costs for a single parent, 
with two children (aged 1 and 3), not working

#NowIsTheTime



Adequacy
Monthly income, after housing costs for couple with three 
children, one working full-time and the other part-time

#NowIsTheTime



Our asks



Our asks

Scottish Government

• Double the Scottish child payment as soon as possible.

• Increase the scale and pace of programmes designed to 
help priority group families.

• Work with local government to identify areas that have 
high rates of worklessness amongst families are target 
action at reversing these trends.

• Deliver a Minimum Income Guarantee.

• Continue with commitment to improve job quality and 
accessibility for everyone. 



Our asks

UK Government

• The UK government should not cut Universal credit and 
Working Tax Credits.

• Reverse the general inadequacy of social security.

Both Governments

• Make services more “human” and accessible 
– a “no-wrong door” culture.

• Tackling structural inequalities in support systems.

• Greater accountability to people living in poverty.



Q & A


